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by Anna-Stiina Heiskanen, Chair of EurAqua
LOOKING BACK TO THE LAST EURAQUA
WEBINAR

EurAqua is a network of European Water research Institutions that links
organizations carrying out research on water resources and water quality
monitoring, assessment, and research. The network encompasses
different type of organisations that cover a variety of issues related to
water hazards, floods, droughts, and research to deliver solutions for
management of water quality and river basins, linking water, energy,
food and ecosystems nexus.
Since last winter 2020, we all have been impacted by the Covid-19
pandemics, that has forced all of us to re-think and focus our activities
and the way we are communicating. We have organised webinars on
water and nature-based solutions, human health, and Covid-19 and water.
Presentations and reports of those webinars are available on the EurAqua
web-page. We thank all our colleagues that have presented and prepared
talks for these meetings.

GREEN IS NOT ALWAYS GREEN –
EFFECTS OF GROWING
BIOECONOMY ON WATER COURSES
GUIDE FOR THE COST-BENEFIT
ANALYSIS (CBA) OF THE FLOOD RISK
MANAGEMENT PLANS
STANDARDIZING ASSESSMENTS OF
PLASTIC POLLUTION IN THE
ENVIRONMENT

NEW WATERLOUPE TOOL TO SELECT BEST
STRATEGY TO DECREASE WATER
SCARCITY RISKS
SUSTAINABLE WATER MANAGEMENT –
ONLINE INFORMATION OF SYKE EXPERT
SERVICES

WATER FOR PEACE - LINKING WATER
KNOW-HOW AND DIPLOMACY
EURAQUA WEBINAR ON 20TH OF APRIL
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The knowledge and expertise of the water-research
community is essential for the delivery of the EU Green
Deal and also the preparations for the Water4All
partnership under Horizon Europe. Our next webinar will

"One quote from
Anna-Stiina"

focus on the interconnections between Inland and
coastal waters which are strongly impacted due to
riverine loading of nutrients, and contaminants, human
activities, and climate change impacts in the catchment
areas. Coastal waters, wetlands, and watersheds are
continuum that provides habitats for a large number of
biota, such as fishes and birds. We will organize an
upcoming webinar on the topic "Connecting up land and
sea – system thinking for Mission Starfish".
This year the World Water Day was about what water
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means to people, its true value and how we can better
protect this vital resource. EurAqua marks this week by
launching its first newsletter after a long break. We wish
to continue information flow between EurAqua
members, our collaborators, related networks and
organisations as well as the stakeholders interested in
water research and EurAqua activities. I hope you find
this first newsletter interesting and useful. We are
grateful for feedback or suggestions on how to improve
our newsletter.
Looking forward to meeting you in the next EurAqua
webinar.

Sincerely
Anna-Stiina Heiskanen, Chair of EurAqua
director, professor
Freshwater Centre
Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE)

Greetings from the
New Secretary
by Pinja Kasvio, EurAqua Secretary

It´s a true pleasure to be a part of EurAqua network and to
have

this

professionals

possibility
on

to

collaborate

diverse

issues

with

so

concerning

many
water

management, restoration, research and innovation.
I have been working as a researcher in the Finnish
Environment Institute on water restoration issues for almost
ten years. I am also coordinating the Finnish national Water
Restoration Network that was established in 2012. The
Network is an open platform that provides information and
experiences on improving the status of waters. It also
promotes collaboration with different stakeholders,
disseminates information of restoration projects and good
practices.
Now that I will act as secretary of Euraqua, after excellent
work from Michiel Blind from Deltares, I will continue to
promote an open exchange of information, knowledge,
practice and know-how in water management and also link
EurAqua work to the Finnish National Water Restoration
Network, and vice versa.
I wish to meet you face-to-face in future, but for now,
let´s continue networking remotely and together towards
clean, diverse and safe waters!

with Best Regards,

Pinja Kasvio, EurAqua Secretary
Researcher, Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE)
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Latest EurAqua Webinar:
Human Health and Water
in a Changing
Environment - Output
available
by Alan Gilmer, TU Dublin
An EurAqua Webinar was held on 7th December 2020 about
"Human Health and Water in a Changing Environment
Developing a European Response to Pandemics
(including Covid 19)". The Webinar sought to address key
topics in research and innovation that are leading the way in
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advancing our understanding of the interactions and impacts
at the water-health-climate nexus within the European Water
Management sector, particularly in terms of pandemics and
Covid-19.
It also provided an opportunity to promote collaboration and
multidisciplinarity in the development of novel approaches

Green is not always
green – effects of
growing bioeconomy
on water courses

and cutting edge research within the context of Horizon
Europe, the Green Deal and the JPI Water4All partnership
initiative. The general approach of the Webinar was to

by Seppo Hellsten, SYKE

promote an open exchange of information, ideas, knowledge,

BIOWATER, Integrating land and water management for a

practice and know-how in water management, natural water

sustainable Nordic bioeconomy, is a Nordic Centre of

system dynamics, water investment and infrastructure and

Excellence, lead by NIBIO, where the EurAqua members,

water quality control, all within the context of human health

NIVA and SYKE among other partners, participate. The

(including pandemics and Covid 19).

resarch consortia is focusing on question, how the ongoing and future transition into a bioeconomy will affect

All presentations and the summary of the webinar are

Nordic water resources? Land use, in combination with

available on the EurAqua web-pages.

climate change, will affect water quantity, quality and
biology, and thereby the ecosystem services provided by

For more information: Webinar Summary report

water resources.
In the future, renewable biomass resources will be
important for the provision of food, fodder, fibre and
fuel. Research outputs from BIOWATER are described in
the recent Policy Brief and in the special issue of the
Ambio 49 (11), where the BIOWATER researchers explore
scenarios, long-term datasets, and modelling, as well as
environmental mitigation options and societal impacts.
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Guide for the costbenefit analysis (CBA) of
flood risk management
measures
by Ana Isabel Fernández Muñoz, CEDEX
The Centre for Hydrographic Studies of CEDEX in Spain will
soon publish a guide that includes recommendations on the
application of the cost-benefit analysis (selection of the
analysis period, discount rate, profitability criteria, investment
prioritization, etc.) for the structural measures of the flood risk

methodologies for flood damage estimation and its adaptation,

Standardizing
assessments of plastic
pollution in the
environment

from data in Spain. The proposed methodologies were applied

by Sindre Langaas, NIVA

management plans.
The guide provides criteria for estimating the damage avoided
by flood defense measures on different land uses (urban,
commercial, industrial, infrastructures, agricultural, livestock).
This work is based on a collection and analysis of available

to the case of the floods in Jávea that occurred in October
2007.

Project EUROqCHARM Plastic pollution assessment and
monitoring - standardising the methods (2020- 2023) aims to

For more information: please contact Ana Isabel Fernandez
Muñoz

establish optimised, validated and harmonized methodologies
for the monitoring and assessment of macro-, micro- and
nanoplastics in the environment (marine, freshwater, and
terrestrial) as well as blueprints for standards and
recommendations for policy and legislation. Norwegian
Institute for Water Research - NIVA coordinates the project
with 15 key partners working on plastic pollution in Europe.
As a Coordination and Support Action the project is reviewing
state-of the-art analytical methods and will validate methods
through interlaboratory comparison studies. EUROqCHARM
will build European capacity for European environmental
monitoring programmes on plastic pollution and produce
reference materials in support of long-term quality control of
analytical methods.
More information, subscribe to the EUROqCHARM newsletter
to receive the latest project updates, outputs and other news.

For more information please contact EUROqCHARM@niva.no
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Sustainable water
management – online
information of SYKE
expert services
by Soile Oinonen, SYKE
SYKE has released new online information of the
services and solutions on water management, including

New WaterLOUPE tool to
select best strategy to
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decrease water scarcity
risks

flood and drought risk assessment, lake and stream
restoration, and water quality modelling. Long-term
hydrological monitoring together with state-of-the art
modelling and water related research are the backbone
of versatile services. SYKE water experts wish to
contribute to transformation of the water use to
sustainable path and to achieve the water related
Sustainable Development Goals.

by WaterLOUPE, Deltares
WaterLOUPE is a new tool that enables analysis of local risks

Find out more about SYKE activities, tools, research

of water scarcity per water use sector, both for the current

methods and references in the information leaflet.

and future situation. Based on the user-friendly dashboard it
provides information on water scarcity risks in the river

World Water Day called attention to valuing water –

basin. It is aimed to support water stakeholders in assessing

Finnish Environment Institute offers versatile water

water scarcity risks in order to generate actionable insights

expert services worldwide. Read more from the Finnish

to adapt and/or mitigate local water risks.

Environment Insitute´s news.

The new version WaterLOUPE 2.0., launched on World Water
Day 2021, allows joint evaluation of the physical,
environmental, economic, social and political suitability of a
variety of measures with users. The knowledge base under
the dashboard makes it possible to choose the best strategy
to decrease water scarcity risks. WaterLOUPE 2.0 shows the
level of risk reduction for each sector and user group.
In the coming months, there will be a webinar to explain the
new functionalities of the application. Please contact
waterloupe@deltares.nl, if you wish to receive an invitation
to this webinar.
For more information: WaterLoupe webpage

FOLLOW US
You are receiving this newsletter because you have

Questions and comments about this newsletter?

subscribed to our newsletter or attended one of our

Please contact us: www.euraqua.org

conferences.
You can subscribe our newsletter here.
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Water for peace linking water know-how
and diplomacy
by Karen Meijer, Deltares and Suvi Sojamo, SYKE
Water scarcity, water allocation, and transboundary
pollution are often a source of dispute and conflict. Climate
action, water issues, and social stability are closely
interlinked. EurAqua partner institutions are therefore
developing approaches and tools to improve the conflictsensitivity of adaptation and water management in order to
reduce security risks.
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The Water, Peace and Security (WPS) partnership, of which
Deltares is a partner, develops innovative tools and services
that help identify and address water-related security risks.
As part of this initiative, Deltares together with WPS
partners, has recently published the Policy Brief, "Water for
peace: how to make climate action conflict sensitive", based
on the session: ‘Water, Peace, Security and Adaptation, at

Join the EurAqua
webinar on
20th of April

the Climate Adaptation Summit 2021. Read more.
Water diplomacy aims to prevent and mitigate water-related
tensions by making simultaneous use of water know-how and
diplomacy. Based on the "Finnish Water Way, the
international Water Strategy Finland" approaches for the
Water Diplomacy (Water Diplomacy Brief (aalto.fi)) further
development of water diplomacy approaches and their
application in practice are underway.

Save the date for the next EurAqua webinar
"Connecting up land and sea – system thinking for
Mission Starfish". The objective of the event is to
highlight the need for better integration between
terrestrial, freshwater, and marine sciences to achieve
the European Green Dean and the Horizon Europe
Mission Starfish goals of clean water and zero
pollution.

For more information: www.euraqua.org
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DON´T MISS OUT
Webinar: How to prepare a successful proposal in Horizon 24 March
Water Knowledge Europe 23-26 March 2021
EurAqua webinar 20 April 2021

Lahti Lakes 2021
On-line Symposium, June 7-9, 2021

